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have been nothing less than miraculous ; and it is not to be wondered 
at that the shrewd leaders among the Christians, at the time when the 
relic craze was becoming rife, should summon to their aid a miracle to 
justify their act in connecting a certain tomb with the tomb of Christ, 
which had been irrevocably lost. 

Selah Merrill. 
Jerusalem, Syria. 

Elements d' archeologie chretienne. Par Horace Marucchi. 
2 vols. I, Notions generates ; II, Les catacombes romaines. 
Paris: Desclee, Lefebvre & C ie , 1900. Pp. xxxvi+399; 
450. Fr. 12. 

These two volumes of Marucchi's work on Christian archaeology 
have been written in such a fashion that either may be used independ" 
ently of the other and of a third volume now in preparation. The 
first volume is a general survey of the field of Christian archaeology, so 
far as it is exemplified in remains in or near Rome. The author sel- 
dom goes far afield from the city in this work. The first portion of 
the book gives a hasty sketch of the persecutions suffered by the Roman 
church and of its history up to the barbarian invasions. This part of 
the work is in no way distinguished by new material or new treatment 
of well-known facts. It is in fact a mediocre performance. The sec- 
ond, and by far the best, division of the volume treats of Christian 
epigraphy. The hundred pages devoted to this subject are marked by 
a rigid adherence to conventional divisions of subject-matter, yet, 
nevertheless, furnish a compact, well-written, and amply illustrated 
elementary treatise on the subject. It is particularly gratifying to 
observe that Sig. Marucchi has given so many inscriptions in full and 
not a few from photographs. The concluding portion of the first 
volume is occupied by a summary of the history of early Christian art. 
The subjects depicted in mural paintings and on sarcophagi, rather 
than the technical and artistic side of the works described, receive 
attention. Here again we have a convenient manual, but few valuable 
results of original research. 

The second volume is devoted to the catacombs of Rome and the 
immediate vicinity. It has evidently been prepared as a guide-book for 
students rather than as an exhaustive treatise. It seems admirably 
adapted to that purpose. Certainly no other portable work is of such 
value as this, and it should serve a very useful purpose. Moreover, in 
this volume the author has used his very extensive knowledge of the 
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catacombs and his acquaintance with the latest discoveries to good 
advantage. 

The numerous illustrations with which the book is furnished are of 
very unequal merit. Not a few of them are evidently made by photo- 
graphing illustrations in larger works, particularly the famous volumes 
of De Rossi, and printing them on a greatly reduced scale. A few of 
the plans have been made from original drawings, and there are some 
good reproductions of photographs. The number of inscriptions 
reproduced in this volume also is gratifying. 

The author is naturally somewhat pronouncedly Catholic in his 
interpretations both of history and of archaeology, but he is seldom 
bigoted or abusive of his opponents. The purely archaeological por- 
tions of his work are those of the greatest merit, precisely because he 
is in them dealing with matters with which his long service on the 
Roman Commission of Sacred Archaeology has made him thoroughly 
familiar. His third volume, to be entitled Les basiliques et anciennes 
eglues de Rome, should prove a worthy successor to the second. 

Wm. Warner Bishop. 
Polytechnic Institute, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 



Notes Introductory to the Study of the Clementine Rec- 
ognitions : A Course of Lectures. By Fenton John 
Anthony Hort. New York: Macmillan, 1901. Pp. xv + 

158. gi.25. 

Nearly twenty years have passed since these lectures were written, 
and so they cannot claim to have the value that would certainly have 
belonged to a new and up-to-date expression on the subject by Dr. 
Hort. They are of real interest, however, as affording a new glimpse 
of the mind and method of that admirable scholar, and embodying an 
ideally keen and judicial scrutiny and estimate of the evidence 
available in 1884 for the problems of the origin and history of the 
Clementine Recognitions. A few passages which it is felt Dr. Hort 
would have modified in the light of discoveries made since 1884 have 
been judiciously bracketed by the editor, Mr. Murray, to whom the 
table of contents and marginal analyses are also due. The preface is 
from the pen of Dr. Hort, and shows that he contemplated the publi- 
cation of the lectures. The matters principally treated are the attesta- 
tion of the Recognitions in early Christian literature, the sources lying 



